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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In December 1997, the Berkeley City Council authorized
preparation of a Marina Master Plan (the “Plan” or
“Marina Plan”) to assess the current state and the future
sustainability of the Marina. The Marina Plan area is
shown on Figure 1.

The Marina Plan, shown on Figure 2, represents a
commitment on the part of the citizens and the City to
provide a long-term recreation, capital projects and open
space enhancement program for the Marina, including
commercial and non-profit activity by lessees. It addresses
land /water uses, open space and recreation areas,
circulation and access, infrastructure, and environmental
and wildlife habitat stewardship issues. The Plan
identifies permitted land /water uses and guides essential
renovations and proposed improvements at the Marina for
the next twenty years within a framework of wildlife,
natural habitat and environmental protection and financial
self-sufficiency.

The Marina Plan provides a framework for future
improvement of facilities and for maintaining and
enhancing the use of the Marina by the general public.
The Plan also provides general direction for change to
occur as user needs evolve and businesses adapt to meet
those needs. Many of the existing facilities have reached
the end of their maximum life expectancy. The Plan
provides for replacement of these facilities within the
context of protecting and enhancing the open space and
biological resources that make the Marina a unique
community asset. Specific proposals to expand or replace
existing buildings are subject to the City’s use permit
process.
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The purpose of the Marina Master Plan is to:

1. Provide for replacing and remodeling existing
commercial and non-profit facilities (see Figure
2.1), including consideration for some limited
expansion on a case-by-case basis without any mid-
to large-scale development;

Enhance open space and recreational opportunities;
Enhance and protect wildlife habitat;
Address the future viability of the Marina;

ol

Identify capital needs, specific improvement
projects, and desirable enhancements;

6. Present a financial program that projects revenue
and expenses (both operating and capital) over the
next twenty years; and

7. Implement the 2002 General Plan.

The Plan is consistent and compatible with the General
Plan adopted on April 23, 2002. Since the Marina Plan
does not revise the uses permitted in the General Plan, it is
primarily an implementation plan consisting of policies
that affect open space, recreation, boating, commercial and
non-profit facilities, infrastructure, and access.

The City Council, by Resolution No. 53,838-N.S. dated July
7, 1987 (as extended by subsequent resolutions,)
established a moratorium on new development at the
Marina until such time as a Marina Master Plan was
adopted. The Plan responds to the direction taken by the
City Council on May 11, 1999 in stating its opposition to
new hotel and unrelated large commercial development on
the Marina.



The Berkeley Waterfront is adjacent to and east of the
Marina. Projects on the Berkeley Waterfront obviously
impact the Marina. For purposes of the Marina Plan, the
Berkeley Waterfront is defined as all the property west of
I-80 within the City limits, excluding the Marina and Cesar
Chavez Park. See Figure 1. The Waterfront Commission
will review any proposed revisions to the Marina Plan or
the Berkeley Waterfront Plan and any development
projects in these areas. Any construction, development,
rehabilitation or landscaping plan proposed on the Marina
must follow the City’s permitting process, including
review and a recommendation from the Waterfront
Commission.

METHODS AND PLANNING PROCESS

The process began in January 1998. A Marina Plan
Subcommittee, consisting of members from the Planning
Commission and the Waterfront Commission, was formed
to help staff guide the planning process and to provide
essential feedback during preparation of the Plan.

After a series of three public workshops and two public
meetings  before the Waterfront and Planning
Commissions, a preliminary design concept was prepared.
In November of 1999, the City Council approved the
preliminary design concept with the provision that more
attention is given to open space and directed staff to move
forward with preparing a Marina Plan and completing the
environmental review.

A critical issue throughout the planning process has been
funding the Marina’s ongoing operation, as well as needed
future improvements. Therefore, sources of revenue and
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increased revenue are closely tied to improvements
identified in this Plan.

Those involved in preparing the Marina Plan were
mindful that a parallel planning process was taking place
for the adjacent Eastshore State Park. This Plan envisions a
mutually supportive relationship with the State in the
ongoing development, preservation and maintenance of
the Berkeley Marina and Eastshore State Park. No
significant present or future obstacles were identified
during the planning process that would prevent this
collaboration from becoming a reality.
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